FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Boys & Girls Clubs of Polk County Opens New Workforce Readiness Center in
Mulberry, Alighing With Florida’s Push for Career & Technical Education

State investment and local partnerships fuel new hub for hands-on learning and high-
demand career pathways

Mulberry, FL - December 16, 2025 — As Florida doubles down on career and technical
education, Boys & Girls Clubs of Polk County is unveiling a new resource designed to meet
the moment. The organization will celebrate the grand opening of the Brian Lamar Brady
Workforce Readiness Center on the Wogan S. Badcock Jr. Boys & Girls Club Campus on
Tuesday, December 16, 2025, at 4:30 p.m. at 301 NE Fifth Street.

The $3 million project, funded by state appropriations through the Florida Department of
Education, positions Boys & Girls Clubs of Polk County as a local leader in preparing young
people for the state’s rapidly expanding skilled trades and workforce sectors. With Gen Z
increasingly pursuing trade certifications and technical careers, the new Center provides
the kind of hands-on training, exploration, and mentorship that today’s students—and
Florida’s employers—are seeking.

“We are excited to open Polk County’s first dedicated space where teens can gather after
school to gain real-world skills, explore career pathways, and start building plans for a
successful future,” said Stephanie Hoskins, Board Chair of the Boys & Girls Clubs of Polk
County.

A Facility Designed for the ‘Toolbelt Generation’

The new Workforce Readiness Center expands the long-standing Wogan S. Badcock Jr.
Boys & Girls Club, which has served Mulberry youth since 1997 and outgrown its original
space inside Purcell Elementary School. The modern facility includes:

e A career exploration lab for hands-on learning in skilled trades, STEM, and
emerging technologies

e A computer lab for certifications, digital literacy, and post-secondary planning
e Tutoring and mentoring spaces to support academic success and graduation
e A commercial teaching kitchen for culinary exploration and workforce training

e Dedicated teen spaces supporting soft-skills development, leadership, and job
readiness



The Center is named in honor of Brian Lamar Brady, whose legacy of service and
commitment to Polk County youth inspired the vision for a workforce-focused hub in
Mulberry.

Supporting Florida’s Economy Through Youth Development

With Governor DeSantis prioritizing workforce training and technical education in recent
budgets, and employers across Polk County voicing demand for skilled workers, the new
Center arrives at a pivotal time.

Ribbon Cutting Details
The community is invited to celebrate this milestone.

Date: Tuesday, December 16, 2025

Time: 4:30 p.m.

Location: 301 NE Fifth Street, Mulberry, FL

Event Includes: Ribbon cutting, tours, remarks from local officials and partners, and light
refreshments.

About Boys & Girls Clubs of Polk County

Boys & Girls Clubs of Polk County serves more than 5,000 youth annually through after-
school and summer programs focused on academic success, healthy lifestyles, workforce
readiness, and character development. With 10 Club sites across the county, the
organization is committed to ensuring every young person has the tools and opportunities
to reach their full potential.

Learn more at bgcpolk.org.



