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    **FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE** 

Boys & Girls Clubs of Polk County to Break Ground on New Mulberry 

Teen Center 

Mulberry, Florida – January 30, 2025 – Boys & Girls Clubs of Polk County 

proudly invites the community to the groundbreaking ceremony for the highly 

anticipated Mulberry Teen Center on Wednesday, February 12th, at 12 p.m., 

located at 301 NE Fifth St, Mulberry, FL 33860. 

This milestone is a pivotal step in the organization’s mission to provide 

comprehensive support and resources to the youth of our community. The new 

Mulberry Teen Center is designed to meet the growing needs of local teens by 

creating a space that makes great futures accessible to all.  

This facility will provide a state-of-the-art space for local teens to explore 

opportunities, build connections, and gain the tools they need to succeed. With 

plans for a computer lab, a barbershop, a salon, a fully equipped kitchen, 

expanded workforce readiness areas, and dedicated recreational facilities, the 

center will be a hub of growth and inspiration.  

Sarah Finlayson, BGCPC Board Treasurer and Mulberry business owner, shared, 

“As a Mulberry business owner and a proud Board Member of Boys & Girls 

Club of Polk County, I am thrilled to see this vision come to life. The Mulberry 

Teen Center is more than a building – it’s a launchpad for young people to 

discover their potential, develop their skills, and shape their future. This 

investment in our youth is a win for our community, a win for Central Florida 

employers, and most importantly a win for young people striving to build a great 

tomorrow.” 

The ceremony will feature key community leaders and executives, including 

BGCPC leadership, who have been instrumental in making this project possible. 

It will also highlight how the center will expand the reach of the Wogan S. 

Badcock Jr. Club at Purcell Elementary, enabling Boys & Girls Clubs of Polk 

County to expand our reach and serve more youth in the community.  

This transformation is a testament to the incredible support we receive from the 

State of Florida, local government, business partners, and donors. You’re invited 

to join us and be part of this historic moment as we take a major step in shaping 

the future for Mulberry’s youth.  

For event details or to find out how you can support this project, contact:  

Ashley Ray 

Vice President of Development 

Boys & Girls Clubs of Polk County 

aray@bgcpolk.org | bgcpolk.org 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

2024-25 Board of Directors 
 

 

Tim Schaal 

Board Chair 

 

Stephanie Hoskins 

Vice Chair 
 

 

Sarah Finlayson 

Treasurer 

 

Gabrielle O’Toole 

Secretary  

 

Keaton Alexander 

Mike Arnold 

Chris Asbill 

Anthony “Tony” Fridovich 

Richard Grant 

Christopher Groom 

Jim Hall 

Steve Kalogridis 

Gap Kovach 

Robert Loftin 

JaQuis McCullough 

David Miller 

Butch Rahman 

Lee Saunders 

Harry “Pete” Sawyer, III 

Marcia Smith 

George Tinsley 

Mitch Weinstein 

Morris West 

Jocelyn Wilson 

Kerry Wilson 

  
 

President & CEO 

Steve Giordano 

 

Vice President of Development 

Ashley Ray 

 

Vice President of Assets 

Ashley ‘AGL’ Loute 

 

Director of Operations  

John Lane 
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